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AMENDMENT AND RESPONSE TO OFFICE AC TION 

Hon. Commissioner of Patents 

and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: c 

In Response to the Office Action dated March 28, 2003 ("the 
Action"), please amend the application as f ollowis : 

REMARKS 

In Sections 2-4 of the Action, claims 1-14 were rejected as 
being obvious over Chraplyvy (U.S. Patent No. 6,2 05,268) et al . 
However, Chraplyvy et al . fail to disclose, teach, or suggest the 
present invention for a number of reasons. 

First, Chraplyvy is not prior art to the present invention. 
The filing date of the sections of Chraplyvy cited in the Action is 
February 19, 1999, while the earliest filing date of the present 
invention is November 17, 1998. While Chraplyvy has a long 
genealogy, the cited sections were added as part of a continuation 
in part application filed on the above date, which after the 
earliest filing date of the present application. Therefore, it is 
not prior art and can not provide the basis for a rejection of the 
claimed invention. 

Furthermore, assuming for the sake of argument that Chraplyvy 
is prior art. Section 2 of the Action concedes that ^^Chraplyvy 
fails to specifically teach that the information transmitted at a 
first bit transmission rate and first signal power to a first 
receiver without regeneration would require at least one of 
electrical regeneration and optical regeneration to reach a second 
receiver". This is precisely the point in fact, Chraplyvy and the 
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